
 
 

H.R. 180 – Darfur Accountability and Divestment Act of 2007 
 

 
Floor Situation  
H.R. 180 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-
thirds majority vote for passage.  This legislation was introduced by Representative Barbara Lee 
(D-CA) on January 4, 2007. The bill was referred to the Committee Financial Services. The 
Subcommittee on Domestic and International Monetary Policy, Trade, and Technology held a 
hearing on the bill, but the bill was not order to be reported by the full Committee. 
 
H.R. 180 is scheduled to be considered on the floor on July 30, 2007.  
 
 
Summary  
H.R. 180 directs the Securities and Exchange Commission to require all companies trading 
securities that directly or through a parent, or subsidiary company, conduct business operations 
in Sudan to disclose the nature of their business operations in Sudan, including: 
 

 The existence and nature of business relationships and investments with national, 
regional, and local governments; 

 
 Business activities with government or government-controlled entities; 

 
 Business operations relating to the sale of military equipment or inherently `dual-use' 

technology, such as civilian radar systems; 
 

 Business operations relating to natural resource extraction, including oil-related activities 
and mining of minerals; and, 

 
 Safeguards to ensure business operations do not become indirectly involved in the 

terrorist-sponsoring or genocidal policies of the Government of Sudan. 
 
The bill requires the Government Accountability Office to investigate the existence and extent of 
all Federal Retirement Thrift Investment Board investments in companies conducting business 
operations in Sudan. 
 



This Act prohibits the Government of the United States from entering into, or renewing, a 
contract for the procurement of goods and services with any company conducting business 
operations in Sudan. With exceptions for: 
 

 Southern Sudan, southern Kordofan/Nuba Mountains State, Blue Nile State, or Abyei; 
 

 The implementation of the Darfur Peace Agreement of May 5, 2006; 
 

 The provision of military equipment to be used by nongovernmental organizations in the 
Darfur region of Sudan, the African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS), or the United 
Nations; or, 

 
 The provision of humanitarian assistance that is of immediate and substantial benefit to: 

 
o The majority of people of the Darfur region of Sudan; or, 

 
o The majority of people of eastern Sudan, including the Red Sea, Kassala, and 

Gedaref States. 
 
The President may waive the prohibitions in this Act on a case-by-case basis.  
 
 
Background 
In the 108th Congress, the House of Representatives adopted House Concurrent Resolution 467 
on July 22, 2004, by a unanimous vote of 422-0, which declared that the atrocities unfolding in 
the Darfur region of Sudan are genocide, and declared that the Government of Sudan has 
violated the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. 
 
In the 109th Congress, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 3127, the Darfur Peace and 
Accountability Act of 2006, on April 5, 2006, by a recorded vote of 416-3 (Roll no. 90), which 
appeals to the international community, including the United Nations, the European Union, and 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), to immediately mobilize sufficient political, 
military, and financial resources to support and expand the African Union Mission in Sudan 
(AMIS), and  blocks assets and restricts travel of any individual the President determines is 
responsible for acts of genocide, war crimes, or crimes against humanity in the Darfur region of 
Sudan. 
 
Although the Government of the United States currently bans United States companies from 
conducting business operations in Sudan, millions of Americans inadvertently support the 
Government of Sudan by investing in foreign companies that conduct business operations in 
Sudan that disproportionately benefit the Sudanese regime in Khartoum. 
 
 
Cost  

http://clerk.house.gov/cgi-bin/vote.asp?year=2006&rollnumber=90


The Congressional Budget office has not scored this legislation.  
 
 
Staff Contact 
For questions or further information contact Chris Vieson at (202) 226-2302. 
  
 


